
Thrifted 
Brilliance

EXCLUSIVE THRIFTING AND
UPCYCLING TIPS  GUIDE

Your Designer, JèM
@facetsbyjem



Hello, I'm Your
Designer, JèM 

Turn your dreams into a brilliant reality!

Welcome to the ultimate
guide to transforming thrifted
finds into brilliant, functional
treasures! Whether you’re a
seasoned thrifter or new to
upcycling, this guide is
designed to help you discover
hidden potential, maximize
creativity, and create
something uniquely yours—all
while being brilliantly
sustainable.

-JèM
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Master the Art of
Thrifting

#1

Know Where to Go

 • Visit local thrift stores, estate sales, flea markets, and
online resale platforms like Facebook Marketplace or
Poshmark.
 • Develop a relationship with store staff to learn about
restock days and sales.

What to Look For

 • Quality: Check for sturdy frames, durable fabrics, and
solid construction.
 • Potential: Imagine how an item can be transformed, not
just how it looks now.
 • Unseen Gems: Hunt for high-quality materials like real
wood, metal hardware, or intricate details.

Bring the Essentials

 • Measuring tape to ensure pieces fit your space.
 • Mood board or inspiration photos to guide your finds.
 • Reusable bags to carry smaller items.
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Upcycling 101:
The Basics

#2

Prep Your Finds

Essential Tools

 • Clean: Sanitize and deep-
clean items before starting.
 • Repair: Tighten screws,
replace hardware, or patch
fabric.
 • Sand: Prep wooden surfaces
for paint or stain.

• Paints (chalk, acrylic, spray
paint) and brushes.
• Sandpaper and primer for
smooth finishes.
 • Fabric, scissors, and a staple
gun for upholstery.
 • Glue, screws, or nails for
assembling.
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Creative
Transformations

#3

Furniture Makeovers

Home Décor Updates

Fashion and Accessories

 • Repaint a dresser with bold, rich colors
for a modern look.
 • Turn a desk into a vanity by adding a
mirror.
 • Transform old chairs with fresh
upholstery and a coat of paint.

• Use mason jars for chic storage or
lighting.
 • Repurpose frames into chalkboards,
bulletin boards, or art pieces.
 • Turn an old ladder into a unique shelving
unit.

 • Add patches, embroidery, or paint to
thrifted jackets.
 • Reimagine scarves as wall hangings or
throw pillow covers.
 • Transform jewelry into statement
pieces by combining elements.

THRIFTED BRILLIANCE

WWW.FACETSBYJEM.COM @FACETSBYJEM



WWW.FACETSBYJEM.COM

Why Upcycling Matters

 • Reduces waste and promotes sustainability.
 • Honors God’s creation by reusing resources wisely.
 • Creates unique, one-of-a-kind pieces for your home and
lifestyle.

Keep It Eco-Friendly

 • Use non-toxic paints and stains.
 • Repurpose materials whenever possible.
 • Donate or recycle leftover items.
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Sustainability
Meets Style

#4
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Styling Your
Space with
Thrifted Finds

#5

Balance Old and New

 • Pair vintage thrifted items
with modern accents for
contrast.
 • Mix textures like wood, fabric,
and metal for visual interest.

Create a Story

 • Incorporate thrifted
treasures that have personal
or historical significance.
 • Arrange items thoughtfully
to tell a cohesive story in your
space.

Add Your Flair

 • Use bold color palettes that
reflect your personality.
 • Layer different thrifted
pieces for a curated, designer
look.
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• Books: “Revive & Reimagine: A Guide to Upcycling Your Home
and Lifestyle”
 • Online Communities: Pinterest boards, Facebook groups for
thrifting and upcycling.
 • Facets by JèM: Explore my blog, Facet Fridays, for weekly tips
and faith-based design inspiration.
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Resources for More
Inspiration
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Thrifting and upcycling are your tools to turn dreams into a
brilliant reality. Every find is an opportunity to create something
beautiful and purposeful.

For more inspiration, tips, or custom design assistance, connect
with me at contact@facetsbyjem.com -Your Designer, JèM

Turn your dreams into a brilliant reality!


